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Agronomy Update with Mike Shirley

Contact Mike: (785) 672-0412

With spring upon us we at Frontier Ag are ready to serve you. When its time please keep in mind there isn’t
anything you need for your farming operation, from financing and crop insurance to feed and fuel, that we

don’t have in one location.

This spring the hot topic is going to be phosphorus fertilizers, particularly starter blends and 10-34-0. Very
tight and limited production runs have brought everyone’s supplies to a fraction of historical needs. We will
do our best to service our customers but realize that the industry as a whole will run out of 10-34-0 this
spring. The solutions we are offering our customers to this problem are first, make sure you protect your
phosphorus investment with AVAIL (10-34-0 requires too large of an investment to not get all the potential
phos out of what your using), secondly, consider running a starter blend - we have several available from
our own Frontier Ag starter blend (9-23-0-5) to Progerminator from ACLF, and lastly put it where you need it,
broadcasting phos is okay but you are much better off with it in furrow or 2X2. Moving forward we will con-
tinue to do our best to see that our customers get quality products at competitive prices while at the same

time being the ONLY ag supplier in western
Kansas to service and support your whole
farming operation.

As always we are your company, owned by
you, and run by a local board and manage-
ment team. We are very proud to work and live
in western Kansas and any money we make is
returned directly to you so please give us an
opportunity to earn your business by
“Delivering Quality Solutions” for the unique
problems on your farm.

Seed Update with Pete Koster

Contact Pete: (785) 443-1304

As most of you have encountered, a common
theme among seed companies this year has
been tight supply in several key hybrids. An ad-
vantage that we hold over most of the competi-
tion is the variety and number of different seed
companies that we carry. This advantage has

Focus On: Crop Scouting
Scouting your crops can be extremely beneficial for your
operation. Here are a couple of quick tips.

Every farm needs one scout. No more. No less.
The keys to scouting are to be proactive and have one
person in charge of the task for your operation. Designate
one person to ensure it's completed without duplicating
work and make sure the scout has the authority to make a
timely application if needed.

Ken Ferrie, Farm Journal Field Agronomist

Scout before you spray

Insurance treatments don't offer a greater economic return
compared to scouting and applying pesticides when
necessary. In some cases, they actually return less.

lan MacRae, University of Minnesota Entomologist

allowed us stock pile several key varieties that we will have on hand to cover your in season seed needs.

We pride ourselves in keeping our owners and customers up to date on the newest technologies and farming
practices in our territory. | would encourage you to give any of our seed specialists a call and ask them about
Round-up Alfalfa, SmartStax Corn, Agrisure Viptera insect protection, Drought tolerance Corn, Nitrogen utilization
crops, and No-till Cover Crops along with many other hot topics that are currently a part of the seed industry.

Micheal Dietz
(785) 754-8126

Seed Specialists:

(785) 821-1826

Ray Magnani Jayson Schoenfeld

(785) 269-7319




Grain Division Update

Frontier Ag Inc helps farmers protect their revenue and preserve equity by combining
crop insurance, crop inputs and grain marketing. Together, our programs reduce risk,
increase revenue and protect the equity in your operation. Frontier Ag is providing
tools such as the Profit Matrix© to help you as a customer see results before de-
ploying a strategy taking the guess work out of decision making. The Profit Matrix©
can compare multiple approaches to input cost management, crop insurance, for-
ward marketing,

Crop | Com v Load Values Description 2011 Com Matrix "] Display Percentage
futures, and op- [iontiees
Your Share of Actes 1 Fanm Weighted Avg APH Yield 80 Harvest Futures 6.24
tions hed g| n g, Festiizer 56.00 Farm Weighted Avg Expected Yield 80 Harvest Basis 075
ivin ou confi She ‘°“" - 3200 County Expected Yield (GRP/GRIP] 80 Gl oy % Cash Forwiod Conkacts. | 4
gl Vi g y u | Fertiizer / Chemical Application 7.00 Vicioind Avesace ot Pion —
. Seed 65.00 Crop Insurance Projected Price 6.01
d ence in yo ur Custom Fates 55.00 GRP Projeced Price 0.00 Eushels per acte - Minimum Price Contracts 0
Irigation 0.00 Weighted Average Mnimum Cash Price 0.00
Type of Crop Insurance RP v
p I a n . Sc h ed u I e Crop Insuance 38.00 Covere el % vz Bushel Gte Per/Acre Long Option Stiike Prce 0.00
. LA Ry % Protection 100 ~ % 520 Short Option Stike Pice 000
an app0|ntment Norberel Months Wi teesd soz ErvoledinAcie: [] % of APH %5 | e | w | s | 100 | ws | 10 120
% | | ; | |
with Brandon ot felicTP T . T N N . . =
e toy 130001 | Cash Price (Ration 70of[ses) | (92 | (364 89) sis | o2 | o0 | %2
White, at (785 e el i SO CZRRC I IRCE I s | o | s | s
Ite, a ( ) Mizs Con 000] | CashPriice 643 | (376) ($100) ($74) 522 [ $107 | sies
7 28 7423 t Total Costs 40268 Cash Piice 624 | (480) ($104) ($79) ($30) $70 $%5 | s120 |
= (o) = Cash Price 593 | (485) ($109) ($85) ($37) $59 $83 $107
) ts ! i 1}
. i Cash Price 574 ($89) ($113) ($30) ($44) $48 Lyl | %4 |
see th em at rix Conplmentedd Cash Price (Now) 5.49/ | (393 ($117) ($95) 50§ | | s |
i LCash Price | 516 ($94) ($118) ($102) ($61) $22 | $42 | $63 | $104
in action. @ sDe“rIS{csesled Cash Price 83| | (82 $108) | 109 | (870) 7 2% | w5 |
Cash Price 450 ($71) ($95) ($38) ($80) $28
(660) 584-8888 Cash Price 417 ($59) ($83) ($86) ($30) ($23) $10
mm) Cash Price 384| | (347) ($71) ($74) ($80) ($39) $22)
ps =, = - y
ﬁ:ij FRONTIER Cash Price 351 ($36) ($60) ($63) ($69) ($53) $39) ($24)
- Cash Price 318 24 349 451 $57 67 455 42 $17,
AG INC ! | (8 ‘} l,’ ($51) ($57) ($67) lj] (342) $17)
Cash Price 285 | ($13) $37) (340) ($46) ($58) ($51) ($59) $37)
M a rk Yo ur [ Delivering Quality Solutions | Il FNACIRNIN 1) 625 | (528 | (39 | 48 | 849 | (52 | (59)
Agent  |Brandon White Weighted Avg Casn Px Breakeven |  §20.13 $7.74 $7.19 $6.29 $5.03 $4.79 $4.58 $4.19
ca I e n d a r Phone 7857267423 Copyright Diversified Services - No oduction or d ination without written consent. Accuracy is not waranted

Let us help you take further control of your
operation today by taking advantage of our
incredibly simple loan programs. The input
loan program has been around and is cur-
rently boasting interest rates than can be as
low 3%. Our newest loan program is the
Grain Inventory Loan that allows our produc-
ers to market their grain for the right rea-

Third Thursday Marketing Webinar
Ransom and Goodland locations
9:00 a.m. (CST)
April 21, 2011

4-H & FFA Fitting & Showing Clinic
Sponsored by: Frontier Ag Feed Division
Wakeeney Fair Grounds

June 3-5, 2011 sons at the right time and still have good

cash flow. Currently, the Grain Inventory

Frontier Ag Annual Meeting Loan rate is 5.5%. If you are ready to take
4-H Building control of your operation today, contact Fron-
Oakley, KS tier Ag Inc. and start taking the right steps

June 7, 2011 towards your success.




Benefits from a Starter Fertilizer

The primary benefit of a starter fertilizer is an increase in early growth and crop uniformity, which is
particularly important for corn. Corn and grain sorghum generally respond to starter fertilizers
containing phosphorus with increased early growth; this response results in larger plants of more
uniform size. Additionally, growth response may occur on sandy soils when proper rates of N and S
are used, even if the soils have high P levels. Early growth response to a starter fertilizer may result
in slightly earlier flowering or crop maturity. Earlier maturity may result in drier grain at harvest.

However, increased growth and earlier flowering do not always translate to higher yield. The
response of corn to starter fertilizer also depends on several additional factors, including:

Soil fertility levels

Tillage system

Nitrogen placement method
Yield environment

Fertilizer enhancers help start the process

In order to utilize as much P as possible, Frontier Ag agronomists recommend using a fertilizer
enhancer. And, since up to 75 percent to 95 percent of P fertilizer applied to the soil can be
rendered unavailable to crops due to fixation, AVAIL Phosphorus Fertilizer Enhancer is a smart
choice for growers utilizing a starter fertilizer program. AVAIL aids in increasing P availability to the
plant. Proven particularly beneficial in a starter program, AVAIL is water-soluble and works in the
microenvironment surrounding the P molecule (liquid or dry) to create a shield, protecting P
molecules from positively charged molecules like calcium, magnesium, aluminum and iron

that tie-up P; in turn, the P avoids fixation within the soil, allowing it to be available to the plant.

One example of research with AVAIL in corn starters is this 2008 trial Dr. Barney Gordon

conducted at Kansas State University. In this trial Corn Starter Treatments Yield- Bu./A
Dr. Gordon compared 5 gal./A of 10-34-0 as a

starter with and without AVAIL. The end yield 5 Gal./A 10-34-0 219

result was a 9 bu./A advantage for the AVAIL 5 Gal./A 10-34-0 + AVAIL 208

treated starter.

Summary

Starter fertilizers can give your crops an extra boost to help increase early plant growth, nutrient
uptake and yields. The addition of AVAIL will make sure that the phosphorus stays available for the

plant to use.

Talk to your Frontier Ag agronomy representative today about
. maximizing your phosphorus investment this spring by adding
Frontier Ag, Inc. AVAIL to your starter fertilizer.

415 W 2nd
Oakley, KS 67748 For up-to-date market
785-672-3300 information and weather visit:

www.frontieraginc.com
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